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JAMES BALFOUR

Received into membership from the Baptist church in Westray on 2 November 1880. (Elders’ Minute, 2 November 1880).  The only other entry in the Church Register is ‘To West Indies’. Derek Murray, The First Hundred Years, says he went to Calabar, Jamaica with BMS – p. 76. He retired in 1899, per the following entry: 

An Edinburgh friend of former years, trained under the Baptist Union of Scotland, has retired from the mission field. This is the Rev. James Balfour, M.A., who has been classical and mathe​matical tutor at Calabar College, Jamaica, since October, 1883. He has resigned his position and left for the United States.
Mr Balfour is a native of Westray, Orkney, and when in Edinburgh was connected with Charlotte Chapel. He married the daughter of the late Principal of Calahar College, the Rev. D. J. East. His future work is undetermined.

The Ter-jubilee list has him ending in 1899, and there is another report that he died in 1900. Associate member according to Ter-Jubilee pamphlet in 1958. (Yuille, 1926, p. 290, has him still a missionary in 1926, but there is no trace of where he went after 1899, if he did go to a missionary situation again.) 

Valedictory Missionary Meeting in Edinburgh.

O

n Wednesday, September 12 [1881], a large congregation filled Charlotte Chapel in connection with the ordination of Mr. James Balfour, M.A., who has been appointed tutor of the Calabar Missionary College, Kingston, Jamaica.

The pastor presided.

The Rev. W. Grant read the scriptures and offered prayer.

Mr. Campbell, after expressing the pleasure it gave him to see such a large audience, and welcoming Mr. A. H. Baynes (the secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society), and Dr. Landels, who were with them for the first time, said that he had known Mr. Balfour during the whole of his university course. He had been a diligent and successful student; but there was something essential to fitness for the position to which he had been appointed beyond intellectual ability, and learned attainments, viz., a spirit of consecration to Christ and to Christ’s cause. He had had many opportunities of seeing that Mr. Balfour possessed this spirit of consecration. Unlike many students he had been regular in his attendance at the services of the sanctuary, and had ever been ready to co-operate with him in the various branches of their Christian work. Mr. Balfour was peculiarly fitted for the duties to which he had been called, and he believed that he would do splendid and earnest work. He should miss him very much, but he parted with him even gladly, rejoicing to think of the influence he would have, not only upon those who would be his pupils, but upon those to whom they in their turn would be teachers of the highest truth and the highest wisdom.

[Mr. Baynes then spoke about the B.M.S. mission in Jamaica. Since his ‘eloquent and impressive address was delivered from brief notes we are unable to give a fuller report of it’.]

Mr. Balfour then addressed the meeting. He said – Many of my early aspirations begin to be realised to-night. I can yet remember how eagerly I ran to the Sunday School when I expected to get the ‘Juvenile Baptist Missionary Herald.’ I remember the delight I had in reading it, and the desire it awakened in me to become one of those who were striving to plant the cross before the very temples of idolatry. This was but the desire of boyhood, yet it never left me. My nature seemed to respond to this object of pursuit in life as it did to no other. Though it often seemed very improbable that I should ever become a missionary, I always felt myself turning to the same object and straining after it. The obstacles to this mode of life were, however, so apparently great that my desire was never allowed to express itself. At length, as soon as an opportunity arrived, I left home to attend classes in the University of Edinburgh. I did so with the intention of fitting myself for useful work in the church of God, and with the intention of going wherever He might send me. As I stand and look back along the pathway of my life and mark the circumstances that came in so opportunely to carry me to the point I have reached, I cannot but be con​vinced that God has given me the desire to be a missionary. and that all along He has been leading me to its attainment.
But still more do I feel that I have been guided by Him when I look at the work to which I am convinced He has now called me. It is well suited to my taste. If I had had my choice I do not think I should have chosen any sphere of activity before it. I feel that all along I have been prepared for this more than any other kind of labour; and when I was beginning to think of settling down somewhere, the very work I felt I could do best turned up unexpectedly to me and to my friends. Although the field I am going to has long been filled with Christian missions, and although it has witnessed the triumph of the great Christian principle I shall find plenty of room for honest work. Some parts of the mission field are full of associations that tend to inspire one in his work. No one can forget that Jamaica is the land of William Knibb and other Christian heroes, and that it is inseparably associated with the great struggle for freedom to the slave. It is with the greatest gladness that I hope to go to the place which has witnessed the efforts of such men, and which yet abounds with the trophies of their victory. I trust that the associations of Jamaica will inspire me with the spirit of Knibb, and encourage me to follow up his work in striving to give the sons of these slaves an intellectual and moral freedom too. I know that I shall have difficulties to contend with, but I also know that I shall meet with warm-hearted friends, whose kindness will help le to overcome these. I do not at all feel that I am going to a strange place. My heart is in the work, I sympathise with the people, and I think I shall be at home amongst them. In the work of the college I hope that God will make me serviceable in preparing the students to become useful men.

I am deeply conscious of my own inability for this work, but I trust that God will teach me to deal with these students in the true spirit of Christ, and that He will fit both them and me to become more efficient workmen in our respective spheres of labour. Both in my teaching and in my preaching I mean to stand by the doc​trines of the cross which we believe and feel to be true. I hope that I may be enabled by the Spirit of God to maintain this position whatever others may say. My hopes are almost all I have to bring before you. It is better to say little about them until they have been tested. If God preserve me I shall have something else to speak about when I see you again. Though I shall not be able to tell you much about the land or people which you do not know already, yet I do hope that I shall be able to tell you many encouraging things about the spread of the kingdom of Christ where 1 have been.

Before I sit down I must bid good​-bye to you. I have had two homes to part from – one in the north and the other in this church – so that I feel the strain of parting very severely. I have enjoyed your fellowship. Amongst you I have found some of the warmest hearts, whose companionship I am very sorry to lose. I would gladly live my college life over again, so as to prolong friendships that have been so pleasant and helpful to me. I shall carry the remembrance of them with me, and though we are now compelled to part, yet the bitterness of separation is almost taken away by the` Christian hope of meeting again. But I feel most intensely at parting with our pastor. I shall not attempt to express the strength of my affection for him, because I cannot. Ever since we first met he has been my truest friend. I felt very keenly the isolation of a student’s life in Edinburgh, but I could always forget it in the warmth and enthusiasm of his student spirit, which he has never laid aside, and I hope never will. Often when I felt discouraged and oppressed, an hour with him has sent me back to my work inspired with new strength. I cannot tell how much I owe to his kind encouragement while I pursued my studies, and to the gentle Christlike spirit with which he has always treated me. But his kindness has not been confined to help of this kind. He has written and spoken and worked for me when perhaps no other would. Were there no other motive to induce me to live an earnest, useful Christian life, the desire to justify the unwavering confidence he has always placed in me would be sufficient to make me strive to attain this end. I have spent many a pleasant hour in this chapel listening to his able and beautiful sermons. They have exerted a powerful influence on my life for good.


I fervently hope that I may always breathe their spirit and remember their teachings. I shall often remember him, and pray that he may be blessed, for his name is inseparably associated in my mind with the prayer that God may truly bless him.

Dr. Landels gave the charge to Mr. Balfour, which we have printed elsewhere, and Mr. Campbell offered the designation prayer.

The Rev. W. Grant, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. Baynes and Dr. Landels for their addresses, said that this was the most interesting missionary meeting he had ever seen in Edinburgh, and expressed the hope that Mr. Baynes would soon visit us again. [The applause with which this suggestion was received will, we trust, influence the Secretary of our Missionary Society.
Certainly, if we could secure annually such a deputation as Mr. Baynes and Dr. Landels, we should no longer have to complain of the small attendance at our missionary meetings].
This resolution was appropriately seconded by the Rev. J. P. Clark, M.A. 

The Rev. J. Haig closed the service with prayer.

Before Mr. Balfour’s departure he was presented by friends in Edin​burgh with the following books: – Smith's Bible Dictionary; Winer’s Grammar of the New Testament; Stanley’s Jewish Church; Geikie’s Life of Christ; Perowne on the Psalms; Lightfoot’s Commentaries on Colossians, Galatians, and Philippians, and Cremer’s Biblico-Theologi​cal Lexicon of New Testament Greek.
� SBM, 1899, p. 121.


� SBM, 1881, pp. 228–231.





